FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 30  – XXVI WEEK O.T. [C]
"Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty deeds done in your midst had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would long ago have repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.
Every man coming on earth receives by his Lord and God a goal to be pursued. To the natural goal, with every sacrament, one adds the supernatural goal. The baptism gives the goal to manifest the world how one lives as true children of God, become participative of his divine nature. The baptised must show the world the difference between the one who has become participative of the divine nature and the one who is not yet. Today many Christians have delivered themselves from this goal. For many of them, being or not being a new creature is the same thing. Thus one cancels the baptismal goal. The Confirmation gives the goal of being true Witnesses of Christ Jesus, with the word and with the works. Not only does it give the goal of witness, but also that of building the body of Christ, inviting men to the faith in Jesus the Lord, in the conversion to his Word and in the submission to his grace, that is given in the sacraments of Salvation. The Eucharist gives the goal of making our life a sacrifice to offer to the Father for the redemption of humanity. The Sacrament of the Deaconate – first grade of the sacred order – makes a man a doer of the material and spiritual charity of Christ Jesus. The second and third grade of the sacred order forms ministers of the Word and administrators of the mysteries of God. The difference between the Episcopate and the Priesthood is substantial. The Bishop makes new bishops, presbyters and deacons. He rules the Church of God. He watches over the mystery of the Word and of grace. He rules the sheepfold, overseeing it, so that it never lose the way of the eternal life. The sacrament of Repentance bestows the goal not to sin anymore in eternity with the help of the Holy Spirit and of his grace. The Marriage gives the grace to live the mystery of the unity or of the only flesh until death. The Anointing of the Sick bestows the goal, giving the strength, to offer God the suffering even in the most serious form for the redemption of our brothers. With the grace of God, there are no suffering that the human nature can live in the holiness and in the patience of Jesus the Lord. The goal must be lived.
Jesus comes on our earth. He performs every miracle to attest that He is true Person sent by God. Why does God send one of his envoys among men? So that he reminds them their primary goal, that is the obedience to each of his Word. But also so that they let themselves be turned into new nature by every sacrament celebrated for them and also acquire the goal of the new creation that happens in the celebration of the holy mysteries. Therefore, the first goal is the conversion to the Word, so that one may enter the kingdom of God, becoming true body of Christ. What happens with Jesus, instead? Everyone wants the miracles. The Word is refused. It is not accepted. One goes to Jesus, one asks for the miracle. The conversion of the heart, the adhesion of the mind to the Word, the will to conform to it does not follow it, though. Jesus warns those who go to Him to ask for miracles that every grace asked and obtained will be raised as evidence against them tomorrow. He will accuse them. They have acknowledged Christ Jesus sent by the Father. They have not believed in his Word of eternal life. They have not converted themselves to it. They have not fulfilled the goals of salvation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is truth. Jesus performs miracles. However, He performs them to accredit His person and therefore to be able to build the kingdom of his Father on our earth. The kingdom is built through the conversion and the faith in the Gospel, namely in the Word of Christ the Lord. The miracle is a sign that Christ is true envoy of the Father and that his Word is true Word of the Father. Instead, people came, asked for the miracle, obtained it, went back to their house with the grace, but not with the faith in Christ, sent by God, true prophet of the Father. What does Jesus teach today? That of every miracle, sign, mighty deed received tomorrow, on the Judgement, one will have to give account to his Father. One has made the gift of God vain. In fact, it has generated neither the faith in the Person of Christ Jesus and nor the conversion to his Word. The Christians have seven means of perennial miracles at their disposal that are the Seven Sacraments. One comes. One takes the grace. One leaves the Word. 
Let us read the text of Lk 10,13-16
"Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty deeds done in your midst had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would long ago have repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you. And as for you, Capernaum, 'Will you be exalted to heaven? You will go down to the netherworld.'" Whoever listens to you listens to me. Whoever rejects you rejects me. And whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me."
The miracles attest that truly Jesus is sent by God. Giving Jesus this certainty and this guaranty with the miracles, man is obliged to the conversion and to the faith in his Word. Instead, on the part of the people, one took the miracles by the man of God, but not his Word. These towns and these men are responsible of the grace given, but not accepted, of the Word given but not believed by them. This responsibility is of every disciple of Jesus who receives the grace in the sacraments of salvation but then does not live the goal that every grace brings with itself. The goal is given by the Word of Christ Jesus, that the minister of Christ and the administrator of his mysteries of grace and of truth, in the Holy Spirit, is obliged to proclaim, preach, teach. Every consecration carries with itself a specific, unique ministry. May the Mother of Jesus make us true disciples of Jesus.
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